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A STORY WORTH TELLING
Almost one hundred and fifty years ago, a little girl named Leila Koerber 
came into this world here in Cobourg.  Who was to know that some sixty 
plus years later, Leila, now named Marie Dressler, would become an 
Academy Award winner and the highest grossing movie star in the world 
for the years 1932 and 1933?

While Marie would only spend the earliest years of her life here in 
Cobourg, she made a lasting impression.  Once she arrived on Broadway 
in the late 1890’s, after almost twenty years of honing her operatic and 
comedic skills in travelling troupes, people began to notice and fall in 
love with this not-so-little girl.

Although she starred in the first full length silent comedy, “Tillie’s 
Punctured Romance” in 1914 with a young Charlie Chaplin, her 
promising silent film career was interrupted by WWI.  Afterwards, no 
one seemed interested in a fifties-something actor.  Marie turned to 
charity work and became known for her social activism, always looking 
to help women less fortunate than herself.

But she was destined to become a movie star.   And it happened in 1930, 
when her friend, Frances Marion, the most successful screenwriter in 
Hollywood, tailored a star-worthy supporting role for her in “Anna 
Christie”. This film was a big deal as it was Greta Garbo’s first speaking 
role.  Marie would make seven movies in 1930. She won the Academy 
Award for Best Actress in 1931 for her role in “Min and Bill”.  She is still 
one of only three Canadian-born women to achieve that honour.

On November 9, 1933 in the depths of the Great Depression, Lois B. 
Mayer, head of MGM, hosted an enormous birthday party for Marie, the 
biggest party that Hollywood had ever seen to that time.  Tonight we 
celebrate Marie with 1930’s styled food and music, and feature 
Cobourg’s biggest birthday cake.  
Afterwards, sit back and enjoy “Dinner At Eight” – it’s a classic!

On behalf of the Board of Directors of Marie Dressler Foundation, thank 
you for joining us tonight to celebrate Marie’s 150th birthday.  And 
thank you to all of our sponsors, donors, patrons, and volunteers who 
continue to believe in the importance of keeping Marie’s story alive.

Rick Miller
President & Chair
Marie Dressler Foundation



TONIGHT’S PROGRAM

6:00 pm Reception and Photos

6:30 pm Music by Northumberland Orchestra

7:00 pm Opening Remarks by Rick Miller

7:10 pm Dinner is Served

8:30 pm Happy Birthday Marie !

8:45 pm Special Presentation by Mayor Brocanier

9:00 pm Introduction to “Dinner At Eight”
  by Helga Stephenson

11:00 pm Au Revoir

All times approximate



Our Special Guest:  Helga Stephenson
Helga Stephenson has contributed decades of creative and successful 
work to the Canadian entertainment industry.  She is known to film-
world insiders all over the world as a visionary who shaped Toronto 
Film Festival (TIFF) as its Director for seven years and who served as 
CEO of the Canadian Academy of Canadian Cinema & Television from 

2011 to 2016.  In that role, Helga merged 
the Canadian Academy’s film, television, 
and digital media awards into the 
Canadian Screen Awards.  Helga is the 
co-founder of Human Rights Watch in 
Canada and serves as Chair of the 
Toronto Human Rights Watch Film 
Festival.  She is Chair of the Reykjavik 

International Film Festival and in 2016 was appointed to the Order of 
Ontario.  Helga has received the Havana Film Festival Award of Honour 
for her work with Latin American cinema and the Havana Film Festival.  
She has received the Toronto Women in Film & Television’s Lifetime 
Achievement Award, and Human Rights Watch Tribute.  Helga has also 
served on the Board of TIFF and the National Film Board of Canada.

We are pleased that Helga is with us this evening to celebrate Marie’s 
birthday and to introduce us to the movie “Dinner At Eight”.

reproduction of the 
program from the 
premiere on August 
23rd, 1933 in 
New York City
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DINNER AT EIGHT 
Sept. 29, 2018 

APPETIZERS 
Smoked Salmon Blini 

Roasted Red Pepper Mousse 
Roasted Spam Blini 

 
1st course 

SOLE PROVENCAL 
Originated in the Provençe region of France, fresh 
local vegetables infused with olive oil & garlic are 

wrapped in a bouquet with roasted filet of sole 
 

2nd course 
WALDORF ASTORIA SALAD 

Classic fruit & nut salad on a bed of crisp lettuce 
was created by the maitre d'hôtel, Oscar Tschirky of 

the  famous Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New York 
 

Main course  
FRENCH CUT PORK LOIN CHOP 

Grilled and topped with our brandy apple sauce. 
Accompanied with maple washed duchesse potatoes 

and harvest paddy pan squash & courgettes 
 

DESSERT 
Marie Dressler 150 cake  
served by service staff 



Visit our showroom: 
64 Walton Street 

905-800-1200 
 

Visit us online: 
www.kingsmillkitchens.com 

Happy Birthday 

Marie! 

From the Executive Chef

While creating this menu, I tried to stay true to the classic theme and be 
inspired by the rich culinary history brought to us today by this generation.  
The 1930’s influenced many of our culinary trends today.

In that era, the dollar had to stretch and families were getting creative in the 
kitchen to provide for their dinner tables.  Unrisen bread and meat substitutes 
were plentiful.  To emphasize the era of tonight’s theme, I have introduced the 
use of “Spam” which was created as an affordable meat substitute and proved 
to be cost efficient at the dinner table during the Great Depression.

Families began growing and harvesting thier own vegetables, not only for their 
personal consumption, but for currency for barter for other goods and services.

I thank you for allowing me to be a part of your special celebration and hope 
you enjoy this evening’s 1930’s inspired meal.

Bon Appétit
Executive Chef Brian Forsythe, C.C.C.



The COBOURG SENTINEL-STAR   November 9, 1933

from the collection of Marie Dressler Foundation

Upcoming Marie Dressler Films

Sept. 29    “Dinner At Eight”   Birthday Dinner at Best Western Cobourg
Oct.  12      “Anna Christie”      Vintage Film Festival, Port Hope
Oct.  13      “Politics”                  Vintage Film Festival, Port Hope
Oct.  14      “The Patsy”              Vintage Film Festival, Port Hope
Nov. 17      “Anna Christie”           TIFF Cinematheque, Toronto



It is Thursday November 9, 1933 and a lovely evening in Los Angeles.  
Some eight hundred invited guests jam the entrance to the 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer studio lot.  

They are all here to honour Marie Dressler who is acknowledged as the 
top movie money-maker in the world. 

The elite of Hollywood are arriving in droves.  Norma Shearer and her 
MGM producer husband Irving Thalberg gracefully exit their sleek 
black limousine.  Will Rogers is spotted in his trademark Stetson hat.  
Heads turn to see Jean Harlow with her new husband Hal Rosson.   
Mary Pickford, Clark Gable, Nelson Eddy and Jimmy Durante arrive.  
Marion Davies enters on the arm of publisher William Randolph Hearst.

The guests rise to their feet as Marie Dressler, dressed in a black 
sleeveless evening gown appears and is escorted by Governor James 
Rolph of California.  The applause is thunderous with shouts of “Marie…
Marie!”.  She smiles that familiar Dressler smile and seats herself 
between Governor Rolph and L.B. Mayer, “the Boss” of MGM.

Mayer stands to brief the guests on the evening’s agenda.  First, a gala 
dinner, featuring some of Marie’s favourite foods.  He adds that tributes 
from Marie’s friends and colleagues will be broadcast over the national 
radio network and by international radio hookup to Cobourg, Ontario, 
Canada, the town where Marie was born.

The Boss calls attention to mountains of telegrams and cards and to a 
scroll signed by twelve thousand fans, and headed up by President 
Roosevelt.  The dinner is over and the tributes are underway.  
Eventually Marie gets up to respond and tells her story about how she 
got into show business at age five by playing a clumsy Cupid in a 
Lindsay, Ontario church pageant. 

The guests applaud as L.B. expresses hope that Cobourg, Ontario is 
enjoying the broadcast.  The Cobourg Sentinel-Star had announced that 
this special night which includes a showing of “Emma”, would be 
hosted by Mayor J.P. Delanty at Cobourg’s Capitol Theatre (now the 
Dutch Oven). The birthday celebration is underway in Cobourg too!

The tragedy is that the top movie actor in the world has made her last 
movie and this would be her last public appearance.  She will die before 
she can celebrate her next birthday. 

And so, Cobourg has a special connection to an exceptional woman who 
we know is with us here in spirit tonight.

HOLLYWOOD BIRTHDAY WISHES



OUR  CAST
Sponsors
Bill & Delphine Patchett - for the Northumberland Orchestra
Rick & Betsy Miller - for the screening of Dinner At Eight

Individual Donors
George Atto & Audrey Herrema
Noel & Ene Milner
Dean Pepper

Photography by Fred Gouveia

Vintage Cars on loan courtesy of:
Ken Willcocks - 1929 Ford Model A
Karol Shaw - 1934 Packard Model 1104

Music by special arrangement with Northumberland Orchestra & Choir and 
John Kraus, Music Director

Media Support  Northumberland FM89.7

Hosts:  Brad Willcocks and Roger Tessier at Best Western Plus Cobourg Inn 

Cobourg’s Biggest Birthday Cake 
The cake you will enjoy this evening was 
designed by Donna McMurray and 
generously donated by Lauren Maclean of 
Dutch Oven Food Services Ltd.

Print & Copy Partner
Corrie Brereton, GM and her team at 
Staples Cobourg



MARIE  
DRESSLER

M U S E U M

Marie Dressler House
212 King Street West
Cobourg, Ontario  K9A 2N1

Marie Dressler
Academy Award Winner

Best Actress 1931

www.dresslermuseum.com

Discover the fascinating life and career of one of Hollywood’s best loved stars,
featuring digital interactive story-telling, original artifacts, photographs, film 
clips, and music
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Northumberland–Peterborough South
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