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A STORY WORTH TELLING
When I moved to Cobourg in 2011, like many of you, I knew very little about 
Marie Dressler.  Now, seven years later, my wife would say there are three of 
us in our marriage and one of them is 150 years old.

All kidding aside, Marie Dressler has important ties to Cobourg’s history.  
Born here in 1868 as Leila Koerber, she ran away from home at age 14 to 
join a travelling stage troupe where she perfected her comedic and operatic 
skills.  During the next twenty years, there is little evidence that Cobourg 
followed Marie’s progress as she rose to headline shows on Broadway and 
become the highest paid theatre performer of her time.

Although there is no record that Marie returned to Cobourg, in 1912 Marie 
performed on stage in Toronto.  In 1914, Marie broke new ground in early 
Hollywood by starring in “Tillie’s Punctured Romance”, the first full-length 
silent comedy film, alongside a young Charlie Chaplin and Mabel Normand. 

During World War I, Marie put her career on hold and used her celebrity 
status to appear at U.S. Liberty War Bond rallies and raise funds for the war 
effort.  After the war, Marie, now in her 50’s couldn’t find work on Broadway 
so she performed on Vaudeville until 1925.  Marie continued her charitable 
work with women’s organizations, helping those less fortunate than her.

By 1927, her financial resources were drained, so Marie reluctantly took 
a number of minor silent film roles.  Her big break came in 1929, in “Anna 
Christie”.  This was Greta Garbo’s debut talking role. but Marie’s 
performance stole the show.  By 1930, now in her 60’s, Marie was a 
household name, an Academy Award winner in 1931, and the world’s top 
grossing actor in both 1932 and 1933.  Visitors who arrived via the Ontario 
Car Ferry Co. from Rochester to the resort town of Cobourg wanted to see the 
house where Marie was born.  And it was these fans of Marie that helped put 
Cobourg on the tourism map with their visits to Marie’s birthplace.

So starts our story of community engagement as told through our feature, 
“Voices of Cobourg” and displays.  Don’t miss the topical free presentations 
throughout the duration of the Exhibition – details on page 5.  

Your journey of discovery continues with a visit to the interactive 
Marie Dressler Museum in the house where she was born.  In October, attend 
the 2018 Vintage Film Festival to experience a number of Marie’s films.

Enjoy your visit – we’re happy to see you here.

 Rick Miller
 President & Chair, Marie Dressler Foundation



MARIE  
DRESSLER

M U S E U M

Marie Dressler House
212 King Street West
Cobourg, Ontario  K9A 2N1

Marie Dressler
Academy Award Winner

Best Actress 1931

www.dresslermuseum.com

   Discover the fascinating life and career of one of Hollywood’s best loved stars

    Featuring digital interactive story-telling, original artifacts, photographs, film clips, music



  About the Exhibition
  by the Curator, Kristina Karakolis, MMSt.

   My first real museum job was as an Exhibition Assistant at the Marie 
Dressler Museum. I was an intern, helping to build an interactive museum 
about one of Hollywood’s greats. So to return two years later, was like 
running into an old friend. It was warm, welcoming, and exciting - I 
wondered what Marie had to say. 

   When I began to think about this exhibit, “Cobourg’s Sweetheart: 
Celebrating Marie Dressler”, I wanted to understand why Cobourg loved 
Marie, and how that special connection has lasted so long. And, although I 
will admit I thought it was her house that brought everyone together, it 
became clear almost immediately that it was the community who still 
loves and celebrates her. This exhibit, for me, has become a celebration of 
Marie, but also a celebration of Cobourg, its people, and its sense of 
community. 

    My time in Cobourg has been an incredible learning experience. This 
project is truly a team effort, with special thanks to Abigail Miller at the 
Northumberland County Archives, Olinda Casimiro at the Art Gallery of 
Northumberland, and of course, Rick Miller at the Marie Dressler 
Foundation. I thank you all for your patience and support throughout this 
project.
 
   Finally, I’d like to extend a warm welcome to you. I hope you enjoy this 
exhibit and I encourage you to go home and watch a Marie Dressler film.
You won’t regret it! 

DON’T MISS OUR SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 
(free admission)

  September 8         2:00 pm Opening of the Exhibition

  September 15       2:00 pm Music & Cinema (page 8)

  September 23       2:00 pm Art Deco: High Style for a Jazz Age (page 9)

  September 27       7:00 pm Stage & Cinema: Why Some Work and 
                                                          Some Don’t (page 10)

  October 4               7:00 pm Jordan Klapman: How I Score Silent 
                                                          Cinema (page 11)



OUR  CAST
Curator: Kristina Karakolis

Producer: The Board of Directors of Marie Dressler Foundation

Special thanks to our “Voices of Cobourg”
  Gil Brocanier, Joan Chalovich, Karen Chalovich, Peter Delanty, 
  Carol Farren, Terry Foord, Barbara Garrick, Lynn Hardy, Rick 
  Miller, Bill Patchett, Delphine Patchett, Suzanne Séguin

  Video Production by Graham Beer, Cobourg Media

  Print & Copy Partner: Corrie Brereton and staff at Staples Canada 

  Installation support by Dick Schoon

  Photographic Reproductions and Framing by Oliver Steins at 
  Ganaraska Art & Framing

  Exhibition panels and labels by Lori-Anne Simpson at 
  L.A. Signs ‘N Designs

  Research: Abigail Miller, Northumberland County Archives and 
                    Rachel Arnaud, The Port Hope Archives

Upcoming Marie Dressler Films

Sept. 29   “Dinner At Eight”  Birthday Dinner at Best Western Cobourg
Oct.  12      “Anna Christie”     Vintage Film Festival, Port Hope
Oct.  13      “Politics”                 Vintage Film Festival, Port Hope
Oct.  14      “The Patsy”             Vintage Film Festival, Port Hope
Nov. 16     “Anna Christie”          T.I.F.F. Cinematique, Toronto





MUSIC AND CINEMA
Saturday, September 15, 2018 at 2:00 p.m.

presented by John Kraus

John will explore and discuss the idea of music and emotion and its 
impact in silent movies.  Using examples, John will discuss how the 
music helps / helped create a heightened awareness of the 
emotions and feelings that were created within the scenes of the 
movie.

About John Kraus
Music Director John Kraus has been at the helm of the 
Northumberland Orchestra & Choir since May 2013. 
John’s mantra is ‘Music is life; music is my life’ and he 
has been engaged in musical activities for over 40 years. 
As Music Director, John has led the NOC in performances 
that range from works by Beethoven, Brahms, 

LAWYERS PRACTISING IN ASSOCIATION AND NOT IN PARTNERSHIP

IRVINELESTERLOW.CA   905 372-5449

Proudly supporting Cobourg’s heritage

presented by

Lauridsen, Willan and Stravinsky to collaborative performances with 
guests including Anastasia Rizikov, Mary Elizabeth Brown, Ron Korb and 
the Sultans of String.
John studied orchestral conducting with Jerome Summers (University of 
Western Ontario) and participated in master classes with Morihiro Okabe 
and Wayne Toews, who are all proponents of the methods of Hideo Saito, 
teacher of Seji Ozawa, from Japan. 
As a member of the Ontario Music Educators Association, the Canadian 
Music Festivals Adjudicators Association and the Ontario College of 
Teachers, John continues to perform as a clarinetist and saxophonist in 
many different arenas including jazz ensembles, chamber ensembles, 
orchestras and wind band ensembles. He is also an active clinician and 
adjudicator presenting at workshops and festivals across Ontario. 



ART DECO:
HIGH STYLE FOR A JAZZ AGE

Sunday, September 23, 2018 at 2:00 p.m.
presented by Olexander Wlasenko

While celebrating the life and times of Cobourg’s world famous actor 
Marie Dressler, we’ll turn to the artistic movement that shaped an 
era.  Fifty years ago, Art Deco gained currency as a broadly applied 
stylistic label to a movement that developed in the 1920s and 30s.  
Along with Station Gallery Curator Olex, we’ll explore represen-
tations of luxury, glamour and exhuberance.  Fine craftsmanship, 
rich materials, geometric forms - these are some hallmarks that 
defined this audacious interwar artistic moment.

About Olexander Wlasenko
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Olex Wlasenko has based his studio practice in Oshawa, 
Ontario after earning a Master of Fine Art at The 
University of Western Ontario in 2000. Prior to this, he 
graduated with distinction from the Ontario College of Art 
(OCA) in 1994, going on to complete a degree in Fine Arts 
at the University of Guelph. In 2001 and 2011, he won top 
prize at the national juried drawing exhibition organized

at the John B. Aird Gallery. The artist was awarded Canada Council for 
the Arts Creation / Production Grants and grants from the Ontario Arts 
Council since 2001.  In 2002, 2004, 2005 and 2006 the artist won Best 
Drawing Award at the Toronto Outdoor Art Exhibition. Wlasenko has 
exhibited extensively in Florence, Italy and Kyiv, Ukraine. 
Olexander currently holds the position of Curator at Station Gallery in 
Whitby, Ontario since early 2008.



STAGE & CINEMA
WHY SOME WORK AND SOME DON’T

Thursday, September 27, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.
presented by Antonio Sarmiento

About Antonio Sarmiento
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Born in Colombia South America, raised in Germany, 
Spain and the United States, Antonio Sarmiento is a 
graduate of Valley Forge Military Academy & College 
and Fordham University.  He worked extensively on 
Broadway and touring stage productions.  In 1996 he

Take a journey from the stage to the movies and back with Antonio 
Sarmiento, Artistic Director, The Cameco Capitol Arts Centre, Port Hope, 
focusing on the earliest period of movie making with silent movies 
becoming “talkies” in the late 1920’s leading to the technologies that have 
made today’s stage productions soar like the movies!
Marie Dressler herself originated  the hit Broadway show, “Tillies 
Nightmare”and then starred in what was to become the first feature length 
comedy movie “Tillie’s Punctured Romance”.  Another Dressler movie, 
“Dinner At Eight” was concurrently performed on stage by another actress 
while the movie version was released with Marie Dressler in the starring 
role.
Antonio will explore the opportunities and challenges of engaging an audi-
ence who has seen a stage production with a movie version and vice versa.

moved to Los Angeles and spent 9 years as a Producer at NBC/Universal 
Studios, with 3 years as Head of Production for Steven Spielberg’s Sur-
vivors of the SHOAH Visual History Foundation.    In 2009, Antonio had 
an idea for using the technology he learned in Hollywood to enhance Live 
Stage Productions in Toronto.  However, in 2010 he found himself in his 
new “home” in Cobourg.   In 2012, Antonio became the Artistic Director of 
the Park Theatre in Cobourg where he produced over 340 concerts, stage 
Productions, and special events in 18 months.   In 2013, Antonio was 
named Artistic Director & General Manager of the Cameco Capitol Arts 
Centre.   Currently the Capitol is leading the charge in the industry for 
“Immersive Theatre using Hollywood style visual effects”.



JORDAN KLAPMAN: 
How I Accompany Silent Films

Thursday, October 4, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.
presented by Jordan Klapman

Professional pianist/composer Jordan Klapman presents an up-close-and-
personal, highly “edutaining” talk/musical presentation about his 
philosophy and creative approaches to the musical challenge of 
accompanying classic silent films.
   We’ll see brief film clips accompanied by live examples of Jordan’s 
improvisations and written compositions.  We’ll learn about how he 
captures and supports both the action and emotional tones of silent films, 
and experience the magic that result when live, unique musical soundtracks 
enrich our experience and appreciation of this wonderful art form.

About Jordan Klapman

   A very active silent film accompanist, Jordan frequently composes and 
performs his own retro-style scores for the classic dramas and comedies of 
the silent era. His CV includes dozens of performances at venues including 
The TIFF LightBox, Silent Sundays at The Revue Theatre, The Toronto 
Silent Film Festival, The University of Toronto Media Commons, The 
Toronto Jewish Film Festival, and multiple years at The Vintage Film 
Festival.

   For over 40 years, Jordan has specialized in 20th century popular 
music— including traditional Dixieland, Jazz Age dance music, European 
cabaret, Tin Pan Alley, klezmer— and his original retro compositions. It is 
very likely that we will hear some, or possibly all of these musical 
influences tonight as Jordan loves to improvise and score silent films, in 
authentic period style! 

Jordan Klapman is a professional musician and a popular 
music educator—and he loves doing both!

A versatile pianist, accompanist, bandleader, music di-
rector, composer, he teaches numerous courses on 20th 
century popular music at Ryerson’s University’s LIFE 
centres in Toronto, the GTA, and beyond.



The COBOURG SENTINEL-STAR   November 9, 1933

from the collection of Marie Dressler Foundation

Mayor J.P. Delanty hosted the Cobourg end of the celebrations at the 
Capitol Theatre.  A special radio link allowed the attendees in 
Cobourg to participate in the celebrations in Hollywood that evening. 



BIRTHDAY WISHES
quoted from “Marie Dressler The Unlikeliest Star”, by Betty Lee

“It is Thursday, the ninth of November, 1933, and the evening is still and soft 
in Los Angeles.  Eight hundred guests jam the entrances to the 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer lot in Culver City.  Klieg lights spotlight comedian Will 
Rogers, wearing his familiar Stetson.  Norma Shearer and her husband, MGM 
producer Irving Thalberg, emerge from their black limousine with the easy 
grace of royalty.  Lionel Barrymore makes his way into the enormous sound 
stage that has been transformed for the festivities.  Heads turn to note the 
arrival of Jean Harlow with her new husband, Hal Rosson.  Clark Gable, Mary 
Pickford, Jimmy Durante, and Nelson Eddy arrive.  Marion Davies enters on 
the arm of publisher William Randolph Hearst.
...And, of course, this evening’s guest of honor, Marie Dressler, the sixty-two-
year-old actress with the two-hundred-pound figure and the face of a bulldog 
who is currently acknowledged as the top movie moneymaker in the world.
...The guests rise to their feet as Dressler appears on the arm of Governor 
James Rolph of California.  The applause is thunderous, accompanied by loud 
shouts of “Marie...Marie!”.  Dressler wears a black sleeveless evening gown, 
on her left shoulder a spray of white orchids - given to her, it has been widely 
reported, by an adoring Will Rogers.  She smiles that familiar Dressler smile, 
a beguiling mix of defiance and vulnerability.  She seats herself at the head 
table between Governor Rolph and L.B. Mayer...
...Mayer stands to welcome the guests and brief them on the evening’s 
agenda.  First, a gala dinner offering, among other delicacies, three of Marie’s 
favourite foods - East coast oysters, whitefish, and roast duckling...Tributes 
from Marie’s friends and colleagues will be broadcast over an international 
radio hookup.  Broadcast also, he adds with a typical Mayer grin, to Cobourg, 
Ontario, the town where Dressler was born.  He calls attention to mountains 
of telegrams and cards and a scroll signed by twelve thousand fans, headed 
by Franklin D. Roosevelt.  The president, smiles L.B., asked him to tell Marie 
how much he and Eleanor had enjoyed her latest visit to the White House just 
two weeks beore and to remind her to come again soon.
...The dinner is over, and the tributes are underway.  Marie eventually 
responds by telling the oft-told tale about how she got into show business at 
the age of five by playing a clumsy Cupid in a Lindsay, Ontario, church 
pageant.  She ends her speech by insisting that the party is really for 
everyone in the movie business, not just for her.  The guests applaud as L.B. 
congratulates Lindsay, Ontario for its perspicacity in first recognizing the 
world’s best-loved actress and expresses hope that Cobourg, Ontario is 
enjoying the broadcast.

The tradegy is that the top movie actress in the world has made her last film 
for MGM and the Boss.  She will die before she can celebrate her next 
birthday.”

© 1997 by The University Press of Kentucky
excerpt used for educational purposes only
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